
72014LiberationofPrague,1945

Wheninmay1945,thePragueinsurgencestarted,theCzechresistancefightersfoundanumberof
unfinishedHetzersatthefactory.Someofthesehadalreadythegunmountinstalled,othersdidn’tand
theywereprovidedwitharougharmourplatetocoverthehole.
TheseHetzerswerepracticallyallmarkedwithalargeCzechflagandoftenthewordCSR(CzechoSlovak
Republic)orsloganslike‘DeathtotheGermanenemy’.
Asthesevehiclesrolledstraightoutofthefactory,theywerepaintedineitheraprimercolor,or(partly)
withoutanypaintatall.

Rightsideon
mudguard

TheCzechresistancecapturedalsoanumberofGermanvehicles,likethisSdkfz250/1froma
SSunit.TheGermanbalkenkreuzwascrossedoutwithblackpaintandtheSSruneswitheither
yellowishpaintormud.OthercapturedvehiclesincludedsomeRenaultAMR1935tankswhich
wereirregularlymarkedwith‘CSR’.

T-34/76model1943ofthe1stCzechoslovak
ArmouredBrigade,fightingalongsidethe
Sovietarmy.

StudebakerU-6truckofthe1stCzechoslovak
Corps,fightingwiththeSovietarmy.
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TheCzechinsurgentsmetwithanunexpectedally;theROAor‘VlassovArmy’.Thisunitwasformedwith
RussianswhohadswitchedsidestofighttheSovietsalongsidetheGermans.Hopingtobetakeninbythe
Americans,theyaidedtheCzechsintheirfightwiththeGermans.Theywereneverthelessimprisonedby
theRedArmyandwereshotorsenttoSiberia.
TheyusedamixtureofcapturedSovietvehiclesliketheT-34andtheBA-10,aswellasGermanvehicles
liketheHetzerandtheSdkfz251/16.Theex-Sovietvehicleswerekeptintheiroriginalgreen,whereasthe
GermanvehicleswereeithersandcoloredorwiththeregularGermanthree-tonecamoscheme.

T34/761942
Thered-white-blueshieldswereplacedonthe
turretsides.Thenumberwasplacedonthe
frontofthegunmount,justbelowthegunitself.

BA–10
Vehiclenumbersplacedonthedoors.
Nofurthermarkings.

ThisHetzeroftheROAhadthe
oldRussianwhite-blue-redcolors
onthemudguardsandthesideof
thehull.Thevehiclenumberwas
placedonthesideofthehull,to
thefront.

Recommendedfurtherreading:
‘Czechy1945’,TomasJakl,Militariaseriesnr51,Warsaw1997.
CzechHPMmagazines,numbers3and6from1995.
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