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1. Introduction
Thesedecalsareintendedfor1/76-72scalemodelsofWW1FrenchArmy

SoftskinVehicles,AFV’sandArtillery,butyoucouldusetheplayingcardsymbolsforUS
vehiclesaswell.Hereyoufindthebasics.

2. Historical Background
Frenchtanks,intheshapeoftheSchneiderCA.1,firstsawactionduringthe

Aisneoffensiveinthespringof1917.Atfirstthesetanksappearwithonlywithaserialnumber
orasingle(individual)tanknumber,paintedinwhiteonthesides,plussometimesnicknames.
PlayingCardsymbolswerealsousedtodistinguishcertainsub-units– acommonenough
practiceduringWW1:someBritishtankunitsalsousedmarkingsofthiskind– oftentogether
withnumerals(arabicorroman)denotingSectionorevenindividualTanks,asinthephoto
below,showingaknockedoutSchneiderCA.1.

ThePlayingCardMarkingscaughton,atfirstobviouslyinamoreun-officialway,
butin1918theFrenchTankArm(orasit’spropernamewasatthistime:SpecialArtillery:
Artillerie Speciale)employedadistinctivesystemofunitmarkings.

Thethreebattalionsinaregiment(theFrenchTankswereorganizedinRegiment
Artillerie Speciale orRAS)werefirsteachassignedacolour:blue(1st),red(2nd),yellow(3rd).
Theneachcompanyinthebattalionhadageometricshapepaintedontherearhullsides:a
35cmcircleforistCoy.,a30cmsquarefor2ndCoy.anda45cm-hightrianglefor3rdCoy.Each
sectionthenhadacardsymbolpaintedonthiswhitecompanyinsigniainthebattalioncolour:a
Spadefor1stSection,Heartfor2nd,Diamondfor3rdandClubfor4thSection.Soatankwitha
redclubonawhitetrianglewouldbeidentifiableasatankofthe4thSection,3rdCompany,
2ndBattalion.

Thiswastheofficialsystem,anyway.Allupuntiltheendofthewarmany
variationsofthissystemcouldstillbeseen,themostcommonbeingtheoriginaluseofasimple
Cardsymbol(denotingtheBatallion)maybecombinedwithanumeral(arabicorroman).
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TheUSArmyusedtheFrenchsystemfortheirFT-17Tankunitsaswell.Thevariation
is,thatwhileintheFrenchArmythesymbolswereoftenpaintedonbothsidesofthe
coffin-shapedrearoftheFT-17(thusbeingvisiblefrombothsidesandtherear)inthe
USArmytheypreferedtopaintthesemarkingsontheturretrearsides,andsometimes
addedavehiclenumberinwhitejustoutsidetheupperleftofthedesign.

MostvehiclesintheFrenchArmyhadaserialnumber.Itisnotclearweatherthese
numberswereissuedbytheFrenchArmy,orifeachofthefactoriessimply
sequentiallynumberedtheirownvehicles.(Forinstance,Renault-builtvehiclesoften
hadasix-digitproductionmatriculepaintedinwhite,fortheFT-17thesebeganinthe
66000seriestothe73000block– withmanyblocksinbetweenreservedforother
vehiclesmadebythesamefirm.)Whenvehicleswerepaintedwithcamouflage,these
numberswereoftenoverpainted.Insomecasesareduced-visibilityversionwas
appliedinblackoutline,butinmanycasesthenumberwasobscuredentirely.Since
unitrecordsusedthisnumberforaccounting,manyunitschalkedthenumberonthe
sideoftheturretorhull,orinsidethefrontdriver'sdoor,tohelpinkeepingunitrecords.

3. The Decals

ThenamesfortheStChamondtanksweregenerallyplacedonthesideatthenose.
Onthedoorsatthefrontside,theRomannumbers1upto4wereplacedabovea
playingcardsymbolinwhite,aboveanyofthenotationsA36S,A37SorA38S.

TheSchneidertanks
carried5digitnumbers
onthefrontandsides,
andoftenplayingcard
symbolsinwhiteonthe
sides.Thesheet
providesalsodecalsfor
theSchneidercalled
“Maleche”.
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TheRenaultFT-17tankscarriedtheirplayingcardsymbolsontherearendofthe
hull,likethevehicle“LeTigre”,withtheserialnumberonthebeamoftherunning
gear.Thevehicle“Loulou” carriedit’snicknameontheturretsides.

ThegenericPlayingCardsSymbolsinthissheetareofthekindusedonFrenchand
USArmyTanksduringWW1.Theycomeintwoparts;thecoloredPlayingCard
MarkingsandtheWhitesquares,roundelsandtrianglesthatwereusedfor
backgroundfrom1918on.

ThegenericnumbersinthissheetcanbecombinedintotheSerialNumberthatis
desiredforaspecificvehicle,accordingbelowexamples:

 “61166” wasusedona1917SchneiderCA.1(earlyvariantwithappliquearmour)
placedonthefronthull,justbelowthecommandersfrontobservationhatch,and
probablyontherearaswell.CamoSchemeA1.

 “30789” wasusedonasmallpassengertruckofunknownmake,highuponthe
side,besidethefrontpassengerdoor.CamoSchemeC1.
 “61213” wasusedona1917SchneiderCA.1(earlyvariantwithappliquearmour)
placedontherearhullsides,justabovedrivesprocket.CamoSchemeA2.
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 “2561”, “33274” wasusedon75mmAAguntrucks,placedlowongunshieldfront.
Camoon2561 C1,on33274 C2.
 “36697” wasusedonaRenaultAmbulance,usedduringtheChemindesDames-
Battlesin1917,onthesiderear,slightlytotheleftofthebackwheel.CamoSchemeA1.
 “722”, “723” wasusedonS:tChamondTanks(latevariant)ofRégiment d’Artillerie
Speciale 33 in1918.Thenumberswereplacedonthefrontrightside,frontleftlower
plate,side,highupandcenter,andprobablyontherearaswell.CamoSchemeB2.
 “36809” wasusedonaFT-17(cannonvariant),usedinthefightingontheOiseinthe
summerof1918.Thenumeralwasplacedonthelowertrackassemblysideplate,high
upandtotherear.CamoSchemeB3.
 “45114” wasusedonaBerlietCBATruckin1917.Placedonthemidrearsideofthe
loadingbay.CamoSchemeC1.
 “68492” wasusedonaRenaultFT-17BSin1919.Thenumeralwasplacedonthe
lowertrackassemblysideplate,highupandtotherear.CamoSchemeB3.

4. Camouflage Schemes
ThesubjectofcoloursandcamouflageusedonFrenchWW1vehiclesiscomplex,and
thisisjustintendedasasimpleprimer.Theschemesusedcanbeclassifiedinthese
sevenstandardcategories(thedesignationsareNOTthehistoricalones):
Scheme A1:OverallDarkGreen.OverallDarkGreenwasusedduringthewholewar,
butitwasnotastandardscheme,butthenormalcoatingthattheAFV’sweregivenat
thefactory.Sometimes,whenthevehicleswerebadlyneededatthefront,therewasno
timetocamouflagethem,sotheywerethenusedinthisFactoryScheme.
Scheme A2:OverallDarkGreenoverpaintedwithirregularbandsofMediumGrey,with
thebandshavinganoulineofMediumBrown.
Scheme B1:DisruptiveCamouflageofDarkGreen,BrownandBlackoverSand.This
colourfulschemewasusedmainlyduring1917,thepatternsbeingveryfanciful– Steve
Zalogacallingthem"psychedelic"– withblacksometimesusedasademarcationbut
mainlyinstreaksor"flames"hereandthere.NotethattheSandwasLightYellowish
Creamintone.
Scheme B2:DisruptiveCamouflageofDarkGreen,BrownandBlackoverSand.During
late1917and1918thesamecolourswereused,butthepatternswereoftendistinctly
lesswild,insteadtakingtheformofeitherlarge,enlongatedandmoreangularareas,or
somewhatsmallerangularareasorsimplybandsofDarkGreenandBrownoverthe
baseSand.TheBlackwasusedasademarcationcolour,sometimesbetweenallcolour
areas– inthecaseoftheschemewithangularareasgivingittheappearanceofasort
ofangularjigsawpuzzle.
Scheme B3:DisruptiveCamouflageofDarkGreenand/orBrownoverSand.
SometimestheBlackwasdispensedwithaltogether,andsometimesonlyonecolour
wereusedontopofthestandardSand.Thismoresimplifiedtypeofcamouflageseems
tohavebeenusedmainlyduringthelaterstagesoftheWar.
Scheme C1:MediumGreyOverall.
Scheme C2:MediumGreyOveralloverpaintedwithbroadbandsofDarkGreen.
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